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DO THE BEST TO EASE

58 D THE SUFFERING OF FAMILIES

§3% %@;g;@ OF MISSING PERSONS
D)o

Most govemments in the world would tend to
defend their armed forces against accusations of
human rights violations especially when they are
seen (o be fighting the country’s mortal enemies.
President Donald Trump in the United States has.
exemplified this approach by recently pardoning a
US military officer convicted of wantonly killing
Iraq civilians, and whose conduct was o atrocious.
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President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s assertion that those
reported missing from the war are actually dead and
e government is not responsible for their fate is a
continuation of a mm, mndm policy that
parts of the world as
well. The govemment pas\\\on i
are no unaccounted missing persons as a result of
government action, but only as a result of the LTTE
or else they had left the country for foreign climes

‘Towards the end of February the govemment will
B e Couucil in Geneva and
e its case regarding plementation of
Resoluion 301 ard s ansmg out of it. While
there are some areas in which implementation has.
been successful, such as signing and
Interational Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance there are
other areas in which implementation has been slow
and even non-existent. Examples of the lattr are the.
setting up of the Office on Missing Persons which
has yet o find asingle missing person due to various.
Gl B s e
attacks on_journalists, human rights defenders,
i i e T
also been areas in which there has been no progress.
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National Peace Council of Sri Lanka

No. 12/14, Balapokuna Vihara Mawatha, Colombo 06.
Tel: 0112818344

Sotee s e dame | Email: i ilanka.org
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at all such as the establishment of a judicial
mechanism to ensure accountability which has
yetto take place.

It s in the run up to the UN Human Rights
Council meeting in Geneva that President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa made his statement that
there were no survivors to be found amonast
those who went missing. This is similar to what
fomm Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
n interview with the intemational media
in 20l6 He said that those who had surrendered
at the end of the war and were still missing in
Lanka were most probabl

by the Prime Minister was strongly criticized at
that time by families of the victims, ci
and international human rights groups.

The government's preferred solution appears to
be 0 have the Ofice on Missing Persons declare
those missing as dead and award compensation to
their families. But this will not be acceptable to
i rlislof i pesosilo wil gt

a general pronouncement by the
e e e b
they have been missing for ten years or more.
They will also want to know when and where
they died and how they died. This is also the

position of those whose relatives went missing
during the period of the JVP insurgency in the
ate 1980

The government is led by President Rajapaksa
who has repeatedly said he would be the

president of all Sri Lankans. This is a noble and
e aspiration. He needs to ensure that me
ylefe! the families of the missing is respecte
m\d that they are looked after economically, m\d

ustained emotionally, for the rest of their
e
missing need to be consoled. They need to be
shown compassion and solidarity. This may be
the best that can be done at this time.

Dr. Jehan Perera
Executive Director
National Pease Council of Sri lanka
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CONTACT DETAILS OF HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST AID CENTRES

BADULLA
Uva Shakthi Foundation

No.16/12, 2% Lane,
Lower ings Stret, Badula,

BATTICALOA
Caritas -
Kumarathan, Kovl Rozd, Jayantipuram,
Baticaioa.

GALLE
Human Rights First Aid Centre
lo: 147, Cooperatve Building,
Petigalavatta, Gale.

Hotline: 076 869 24 24 Hotline: 077 713 79 38 Hotline: 077 69 69 880
GAMPAHA TOTA JAFFNA
imil Human Rights First Aid lon-Jaffr

No: 47/B, 2nd Lane, Visaka Wiata,
Ekle, Jala.

Bahukarya Madhyasthanya,
Ekfassa, Ambalanthoe

Ef e
Ralway Staon Road, Thelppala
dafa,

Hotline: 077 788 37 41

Hotline: 077 71 37 936

MANNAR
OfERR Ceylon-Mannar Office

Human Rights First Aid Centre

MONARAGALA
Human Rights First Aid Centre

Suiya Sakthy Foundation
Kuc

Natioral Cllabraton Development Foundaton

Noigitg, mhm::;rcnavamuu o: 117, Main Stree, 18, Toula, Etiwen.
Hotline: 077 71 37 934 Hot 077 788 37 30 Hotline: 077 788 37 31
NUWARA-ELIYA TRINCOMALEE

HUMAN RIGHT CENTER

Haton

In-Frontof Post Offce, Kanlale.

28135
Baseino Road, Coombo 09

Hotline: 076 136 69 20

Hotline: 076 136 69 19

Tel: 011 266 9100




