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1 “Civic space is the environment that enables people and groups — or ‘civic space actors’ —to participate

meaningfully in the political, economic, social and cultural life in their societies. Vibrant civic space requires an
open, secure and safe environment that is free from all acts of intimidation, harassment and reprisals, whether
online or offline. Any restrictions on such a space must comply with international human rights law.” (UN
Guidance Note on Protection and Promotion of Civic Space). Extracted from:
https://fra.europa.eu/nl/cooperation/civil-society/civil-society-
space#:~:text=%E2%80%9CCivic%20space%20is%20the%20environment,cultural%20life%20in%20their%20soc
ieties.
2Uyangoda, J. (20223, July 19). Taking Aragalaya Ideas Seriously. Groundviews.
https://groundviews.org/2022/07/19/taking-aragalaya-ideas-seriously/

Uyangoda, J. (2022b, August 16). Bringing Democracy Back Through People’s Power. Groundviews.
https://groundviews.org/2022/08/16/bringing-democracy-back-through-peoples-power/
3 Uyangoda, J. (2020). Civil Society: What is it? For whom? For what? (3rd ed.). Social Scientists’ Association.
4 1bid.
Findings from “Youth as a Catalyst for Political Change”, study conducted by the Social Scientists’ Association
between February to April 2022. Report Unpublished.
5 Meethotamulla tragedy: Consequences of negligence and lethargy? (2017). Daily News.
https://dailynews.lk/2017/04/17/features/113310/meethotamulla-tragedy-consequences-negligence-and-
lethargy
6 Sri Lanka: Investigate “Clean Water” Protest Deaths. (2013, August 9). Human Rights Watch.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/08/09/sri-lanka-investigate-clean-water-protest-deaths
7 Uma Oya boils over with protests. (2017). Lankainformation.lk. https://lankainformation.lk/news/latest-
news/item/16281-uma-oya-boils-over-with-protests
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8 ‘Inter-communal initiatives’ is the collective term used to refer to programmatic interventions to advance
areas of peacebuilding, inter-religious harmony, prevention of hate speech and pluralism.

9 For example, the Office of National Unity and Reconciliation (ONUR). ONUR is an entity under the Ministry of
Justice with the goal of promoting harmony and unity among people in Sri Lanka while celebrating diversity.
ONUR is committed to creating a society where everyone respects the fundamental rights, freedom, and
equality of all communities.

10 For example, organizations such as the National Peace Council, Search for Common Ground and
MinorMatters

11 prevalence of hate speech at the local level in Sri Lanka: An expert opinion poll with selected religious and
community leaders from 12 districts. (2022). National Peace Council.

12 A Review of the State of Religious Freedom in Sri Lanka. (2022). MinorMatters.
https://www.minormatters.org/storage/app/uploads/public/632/ad8/cad/632ad8cad2ca0916665134.pdf
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21 please note that Figure 6 is not an absolute representation of how networks can be mobilized from the top-
down or bottom-up levels. Stakeholders and pathways may differ depending on location, context, community,
and issue of concern.
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